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THE ENCOMIENDA SYSTEM

Directions: While viewing “The Encomienda System: Life in the Spanish Colonies” presentation, complete the following chart.  

	The Encomienda System 

	· What was it?
The Spanish were given control of _________________________ by the King and Queen
· WHAT DOES THAT MEAN????
The Spanish took over the ___________________________ 
They used Natives for _________________________ and made them pay ________________________________________

	Benefit for Each Side 
	
· Natives paid ____________________________________________________________ and were made to work for a certain amount of time 
· In return,___________________________________________, was responsible for the ______________________________________ and had to see that the natives were converted to and ___________________________________________________________. 


	Colonial Class Structure 




	
TOP:        _________________________________: ________________________________________ _____________________________________________
                 CREOLES: Born to Spanish parents in the Americas 
                 _________________________________: People of mixed race with Spanish and Indian/African parents 
BOTTOM: ________________________________________________________________________ 

	What is the Point? 


	
· The Encomienda system allowed the Spanish to _______________________________ and use ____________________________________________________. 
· Spanish are able to take over much of the _________________________ of the encomiendas 

	Reformers 
	
· Bartolome de las Casas was a _____________________________________ who believed that the natives had been _________________________.  He believed they were just as ________________________________________________________ but in different ways.  

	New Laws of 1542
	· Series of laws designed to ________________________________________________________ 
· Natives were to be guaranteed ________________________________ and could not be forced to work 
· Only ______________________________ could be collected, but any additional work was to be paid for 
· Anyone who abused natives could lose their ______________________________________
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