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Sputnik Launches the Space Race Comprehension Questions

Directions: After reading the New York Times Upfront article, answer the following questions.  

1. Explain how the launch of Sputnik aroused fear in the United States.  


2. When was America’s first satellite launched?  How did it differ from Sputnik? 


3. How did schools in the United States benefit from the space race? 


4. What was President Kennedy’s ambitious goal? 


5. What major advancement in space exploration occurred in 1969?  Who participated in the mission? 


6. What was recent criticism of the NASA program?  What plan does the United States have for continued space exploration?  
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